* Empty Feeling . , . Then Anger' 

Flash Stuns Hardened Newsmen 


By JON OWEN 
Register Staff Reporter 
It takes a long time for a truth 
so appalling to penetrate — even in 
a newsroom hardened to all the 
fvicissitudes of the human s'cene. 

Shock— growing awareness— and 
then anger in its strongest terms 
were the reactions in The Regis- 
ter newsroom early Friday after- 
noon as word came over the wires 
that the Pesident had been shot. 

Incredulity became knowledge 
as confirmation of President Ken- 
nedy’s death came very shortly 
after 2:30 p.m. 

The tragic event galvanized our 
newsroom as no other event has 
in many, many years. 

News Editor Alvin V. Sizer was 
in The Associated Press room on 
a routine check of the wires when 
theh first indication came: 

*Kennedy’s Been Shot!’ 
“Bulletin Kennedy DALLAS 
Texas (AP) Three sh. . .” 

“I came out shouting” Sizer 
said. “Kennedy’s been shot!” 


People came form everywhere. 

Many staffers were out to 
lunch, thinking the late city 
edition was wrapped up. Little 
did they know the "wrapped up” 
late city would go through two. 
more press runs as the tragic 
story developed. 

One reporter in the middle of 
his lunch near The Register 
building answered a telephone 
call from Acting City Editor Wil- 
liam P. Higgins. 

! “Come back to the office,” 
Higgins said. “The President’s 
been shot.” Disbelief. 

The news went out to Day- 
Managing Editor Charles T. Mc- 
Queeney by way of The Register’s 
two-way radio. He was driving 
down Broadway. 

“I was flabbergasted," he said. 

Feelings of Reporter 

Another reporter walked into 
the ofifce after an assignment. 
He learned that the President 
was dead. He sat down and 
started to write, the automatic 


reaction of the seasoned reporter. 
This is what he wrote: 

“First comes disbelief. Shock 
follow's swiftly. Then comes an 
odd, empty feeling. The kind you 
can get when you enter a long- 
vacant room. Then, when full 
realization arrives, there is indig- 
nation ...” 

For nearly an hour, it was im- 
possible to determine just what 
had happened. 

There were rumors— the Presi- 
dent was dead, he was aliv^. The 
staff had to assume both possi- 
bilities. Stories and headlines re- 
flecting both stories were sent to 
the composing room. 

Three Makeovers 

Within a period of 45 minutes 
the paper was made over three 
times. There were two addition- 
al editions of the late city and 
one edition of the final, which 
carried the story of the Presi- 
dent’s death. 

The three headlines read: 
“Kennedy Shot.” 

“Kennedy Shot in Texas.” 
“Kennedy Slain.” 

The Circulation Department 
also went into swift action. All 
available men were called in 
and the downtown area was flood- 
ed with late editions bearing the 
awlful news. 

The day’s press run was at 
least 10,000 above the usual run. 

The day shift in the Editorial 
Department stayed late to wrap 
up all angles of the tragedy. The 
night shift came in to put out 
the Saturday morning paper. They 
were grim as they faced the 
task. 


